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A nekin'up (plural: nekin'upes), 
named for the sound it makes, is a 
type of semi-aquatic monster that 
appeared after the Second 
Conjunction of the Spheres 
resembling a walrus. It is found in the 
northern parts of the 
ranging from Kovir to the farthest 
reaches of the | , as well as in 
the northernmost territories of the 
colony of Zammor in on the 

, particularly near 


the Lunar and Broken Seas. 


Classification Hybrid 


1.5 meters at the shoulder 
3,000 kg 


Partially black and yellow 
eyes 


Intelligence Intelligence comparable to 
that of a domesticated dog 


Not overly aggressive 
towards humans 


From Kovir to the farthest 
reaches of the ,as 
well as in the northernmost 
territories of the colony of 


Zammor in on the 
particularly near the Lunar 
and Broken Seas 


Habitat Aquatic, semi-aquatic, and 
cold environments such as 
beaches, pack ice, and cold 
waters 


Primarily feed on fish but are 
also known to attack other 
creatures, including 
humans, often targeting 
boats and ships. Their 
hunting strategy varies 
depending on their 


environment 


Fish 
Other creatures 
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Characteristics 


Nekin'upes have a massive, muscular body covered in pale, wet fur. They stand at 
1.5 meters at the shoulder and weigh about 3,000 kg. Their faces are wrinkled, 
with small, partially black and yellow eyes, large nostrils positioned at the end of a 
blunt snout, and long, sharp tusks accompanied by two large fangs and smaller 
teeth. 


Behavior A 


Nekin'upes thrive in aquatic, semi-aquatic, and cold environments such as 
beaches, pack ice, and cold waters, making them adept hunters in these regions. 


They possess intelligence comparable to that of a domesticated dog, making 


them cunning predators. In the regions present, they have been known to 


desplace other creatures such as the already mentioned walrus. 


Nekin'upes are known for their incredible size and strength, with tusks that can 
rip through flesh and bone with ease. They are highly physical, using their 
muscular bodies to engage effectively in combat. Their reflexes and agility allow 
them to react swiftly, evading attacks when necessary. They possess remarkable 
endurance and resilience, enabling them to survive the pressures of the ocean 


and the harsh, icy environments where they are usually found. 


Nekin'upes primarily feed on fish but are also known to attack other creatures, 
including humans, often targeting boats and ships. Their hunting strategy varies 
depending on their environment. In the water, they are swift and agile, using their 
powerful swimming abilities to chase down fish and other marine animals. On 
land, they may appear slower but can demonstrate surprising bursts of speed to 
ambush prey. Their tusks and teeth are used to grasp and tear apart their catch 


efficiently. 


Nekin'upes exhibit opportunistic feeding behavior, meaning they will take 
advantage of any available food source. This includes scavenging on carcasses 
washed ashore or preying on terrestrial animals that venture too close to their 
habitats. Their ability to adapt their diet based on availability helps them thrive in 


diverse environments. 


While nekin'upes are often solitary hunters, they can also be found in small herds, 
especially during the mating season. These herds are usually composed of a 
dominant male, several females, and their offspring. The dominant male is 
responsible for protecting the group and maintaining territory. Social interactions 
within the herd include grooming, vocalizations, and playful behavior, which help 


strengthen bonds and establish hierarchy. 


Communication among nekin'upes is achieved through a combination of 
vocalizations, body language, and chemical signals. Their vocalizations, which 
include the distinctive "nekin'up" sound, are used to signal danger, attract mates, 
and communicate with other members of their species. Body language, such as 
posturing and tusk displays, is crucial during territorial disputes and mating 
rituals. Chemical signals, released through scent markings, help establish 


territory boundaries and indicate reproductive status. 


Nekin'upes are highly territorial, particularly males during the mating season. 
They establish and defend territories along coastlines and pack ice, which serve 
as breeding grounds and hunting areas. Territorial disputes between males can 
be fierce, involving displays of strength and aggressive encounters. These 
confrontations often escalate into physical battles where tusks and sheer mass 


are used to assert dominance. 


While nekin'upes are generally not overly aggressive towards humans, they will 
defend themselves if threatened. Encounters with humans usually occur when 
fishing boats or ships venture too close to their territories. During the mating 
season, males become exceptionally aggressive and may attack boats, ships, and 


other perceived threats. 


The mating season of nekin'upes is a period of heightened activity and 


aggression. Males compete for access to females through displays of strength 
and territorial dominance. Successful males mate with multiple females, ensuring 
the continuation of their genetic line. Females give birth to one or two offspring 
after a gestation period of several months. The young are born with a thin layer of 
fur and are immediately capable of swimming, although they remain dependent 


on their mothers for nourishment and protection. 


Mother nekin'upes are highly protective of their young, often seen nursing and 


grooming them. The bond between mother and offspring is strong, with the 
young staying close to their mother for the first few years of their life. During this 
period, the mother teaches them essential survival skills, such as hunting and 
evading predators. This parental care is crucial for the young's survival in the 


harsh environments they inhabit. 


Nekin'upes have adapted to a variety of environments, from icy waters to rocky 
coastlines. Their thick fur and blubber provide insulation against the cold, while 
their powerful limbs and tusks enable them to navigate through ice and rocky 
terrain. Their ability to hold their breath for extended periods allows them to dive 


deep in search of food and evade surface predators. 


Nekin'upes are also known to migrate seasonally in response to environmental 
changes and food availability. During the warmer months, they may move toward 
coastal areas where fish are more abundant. In the colder months, they retreat to 
pack ice regions, where they are less likely to encounter predators and human 
activities. This migratory behavior ensures their survival and access to resources 
throughout the year. 


Biology o a 


Nekin'upes possess a unique physiology perfectly adapted to their harsh 
environments. Their thick fur, a combination of pale and wet strands, serves 
multiple purposes. Firstly, it acts as armor, providing protection against physical 
attacks. Secondly, it offers insulation, which is crucial for surviving in freezing 
temperatures. Beneath this fur, they have a substantial layer of blubber that not 
only adds to their protection but also serves as an energy reserve and aids in 


buoyancy, allowing them to float effortlessly in cold waters. 


The tusks and teeth of nekin'upes are notable adaptations. The large tusks are 
not only formidable weapons but are also used for practical purposes such as 
breaking through thick ice to create breathing holes. The smaller teeth, including 
two large fangs, are essential for grasping and tearing into their prey. These 
dental adaptations highlight their dual role as both predators and survivors in icy 


terrains. 


Internally, nekin'upes have a high metabolic rate, which helps them generate the 
necessary body heat to maintain their core temperature in frigid environments. 
This high metabolism demands a substantial intake of food, primarily fish, but 


their diet can also include other marine creatures and even terrestrial animals if 


the opportunity arises. Their digestive system is efficient, allowing them to 


extract the maximum amount of nutrients from their food to sustain their large 


bodies. 


Their muscular system is another marvel of adaptation. The muscles of a nekin'up 
are highly developed and specialized to function efficiently in both terrestrial and 
aquatic settings. On land, these muscles provide the strength needed to move 
their massive bodies, enabling them to charge at surprising speeds when 
necessary. In water, the same muscles contribute to their powerful swimming 
abilities, allowing them to glide through the water with the agility and speed of a 


shark. 


The respiratory system of nekin'upes is adapted to their semi-aquatic lifestyle. 
They have large lungs that can hold a significant volume of air, enabling them to 
dive deep and stay submerged for extended periods. Their nostrils, positioned at 
the end of their blunt snout, can close tightly to prevent water from entering 


while they are underwater. 


As already mentioned, reproductively, nekin'upes follow a seasonal cycle, with the 
males becoming highly territorial and aggressive during the mating season. This 


period is marked by intense competition among males for access to females, 


leading to violent confrontations that can sometimes result in serious injuries or 


death of one of the contenders. 


Their sensory systems are also finely tuned. Nekin'upes have small, partially black 
and yellow eyes that are adapted to low-light conditions, which is beneficial in the 
dimly lit environments of their underwater habitats. Their sense of smell is acute, 
with large nostrils aiding in detecting prey and predators from a distance. 
Additionally, their hearing is well-developed, allowing them to pick up on sounds 


both above and below the water surface. 


The immune system of nekin'upes is robust, providing them with resistance to a 
variety of diseases and parasites that might afflict other creatures in their harsh 
environments. This resilience contributes to their longevity and their ability to 


thrive in regions where other species might struggle to survive. 


Differences from Walruses 6 


Despite their superficial resemblance to walruses, nekin'upes exhibit several key 
differences that set them apart. While both creatures share some physical traits, 
such as their large tusks and semi-aquatic nature, nekin'upes have distinct 
characteristics that reflect their unique adaptations to the harsh environments 
they inhabit. 


Size and Build: Nekin'upes are generally larger and more muscular than 
walruses. Their robust physique is adapted to their cold, harsh 
environments, providing them with greater strength and endurance. 
Walruses, while large, do not possess the same level of muscular 
development and body mass that nekin'upes have. 

Fur and Blubber: Nekin'upes have a unique combination of pale and wet 
fur, which serves as both protection and insulation. This fur, along with a 
thick layer of blubber beneath it, helps them survive extreme cold and 
provides buoyancy. In contrast, walruses have a different type of fur anda 
thinner layer of blubber, as they are less specialized for extreme cold and 
their habitat. 

Tusks and Teeth: While both nekin'upes and walruses have prominent 
tusks, nekin'upes' tusks are longer and more robust, adapted for both 
combat and practical tasks like breaking through ice. Additionally, 
nekin'upes have two large fangs and smaller teeth that are specialized for 
grasping and tearing prey. Walruses also have tusks, but their teeth are 
more uniform and less specialized for handling prey. 

Hunting and Feeding Behavior: Nekin'upes exhibit a more aggressive and 
opportunistic feeding behavior compared to walruses. They are known to 
attack boats and humans and will prey on a wider range of animals, 
including terrestrial creatures that encroach on their territory. Walruses 
primarily feed on marine animals and are less aggressive towards humans, 
typically relying on their large size and tusks for defense rather than 
offensive actions. 

Habitat and Migration: Nekin'upes are highly adapted to extreme cold 
environments and are known to migrate seasonally between coastal areas 
and pack ice regions. While walruses also inhabit cold environments, their 
migratory patterns and habitat preferences are somewhat different, with 
walruses generally remaining in more stable coastal areas and moving less 
frequently. 

Social Structure and Communication: Nekin'upes have a more complex 
social structure compared to walruses. They form small herds with a 
dominant male, engage in elaborate mating rituals, and exhibit a range of 
vocalizations, body language, and chemical signals for communication. 
Walruses also have social structures and communication methods, but 
nekin'upes' interactions are more intricate and specific to their environment 
and behaviors. 

Aggression and Territoriality: Nekin'upes are highly territorial, especially 


during the mating season, and are known for their aggressive behavior 


towards intruders, including other nekin'upes. While walruses can also be 
territorial, nekin'upes exhibit a higher level of aggression and are more likely 


to engage in physical confrontations to defend their territory and mates. 


Slaying 6 a 
Nekin'upes are highly valued targets for witchers, with substantial bounties 
reflecting the challenge and risk involved in hunting them. A witcher can earn 
2,000 Vinlandi penningars (900 crowns/700 scudos) for successfully dealing with 


a nekin'up. 


Before confronting a nekin'up, proper preparation is crucial. Witchers often coat 
their weapons with hybrid oil, which can weaken the monster and make their 
attacks more effective. Ensuring the right equipment is essential; piercing 
weapons like spears or swords designed to thrust can bypass the nekin'up's thick 
blubber and reach vital organs. Additionally, carrying a crossbow or a harpoon 
can be beneficial for engaging the monster at a distance, especially when it is in 


the water. 


Combat Strategy o 


On Land & 


¢ Approach with Caution: Nekin'upes are slower on land but can exhibit 
surprising bursts of speed, especially when they charge. Maintaining a safe 
distance and approaching cautiously is essential. 
Aim for Weak Spots: The nekin'up's head is the most vulnerable area, as 
their thick fur and blubber provide substantial protection for the rest of their 
body. Targeting the eyes, nostrils, or mouth can inflict significant damage. 
Use Piercing Weapons: Blunt weapons are largely ineffective due to the 
creature's thick layer of blubber. Slashing weapons are slightly more 
effective, but piercing weapons like spears or swords thrusting at vital 
points are recommended. 
Avoid Direct Confrontation: Given their massive size and strength, 
engaging a nekin'up in direct melee combat is risky. Using agility to dodge 
their attacks and striking from the sides or behind can provide an 
advantage. 
Exploit Their Slow Movement: On land, nekin'upes have reduced mobility. 
Witchers can use this to their advantage by circling the creature and 


avoiding its direct line of charge. 


In Water & 


¢ Distance is Key: In water, nekin'upes are much more agile and deadly. 
Engaging them from a distance using ranged weapons like crossbows or 
harpoons is safer. 
Watch for Ambushes: Nekin'upes can use the water to their advantage, 
launching surprise attacks from below. Staying alert and monitoring their 
movements is crucial. 

¢ Targeting During Surfacing: When nekin'upes surface for air or to attack, it 
provides a brief window to target their more vulnerable head and neck 
areas. 
Retreat Tactics: If overwhelmed, it is wise to retreat to land where their 
speed is diminished. This can provide a temporary reprieve and allow for 


regrouping and planning the next move. 


Recommended Signs & 


e Quen: Casting Quen provides a protective shield that can absorb the 
powerful blows from a nekin'up, giving the witcher a chance to recover or 
reposition. 

e Yrden: Placing a Yrden trap can slow down the nekin'up's movements, 
especially effective on land, making it easier to target their weak spots. 


« Igni: While not highly effective due to their wet fur and blubber, Igni can still 


cause burns and create openings for attacks. 

Luxii: Luxii creates a flash of intense light, akin to a miniature sun exploding 
before the enemy's eyes. This effect is instantaneous and usually more 
potent against creatures with heightened or superior vision, potentially 
causing temporary blindness or severe disorientation. In the case of the 
nekin'up, Luxii can exploit their relatively small, partially black and yellow 
eyes. The sudden burst of light can disorient the monster, giving a witcher 
an opportunity to strike or reposition. However, due to the nekin'up’s 
adaptation to low-light environments, Luxii's effectiveness may vary 
depending on the specific conditions and the monster state of alertness. It 
usually works during their transition from water to land or when they are 
caught off-guard, as they may not be fully prepared for such a blinding 


effect. 


Additional Tips & 


¢ Scout the Area: Before engaging, scouting the nekin'up's habitat can 
reveal advantageous terrain features or environmental hazards that can be 
used to the witcher's benefit. 
Use Traps: Setting traps along the nekin'up's expected path can weaken or 
injure it before direct engagement. Bear traps, explosive devices, and other 
contraptions can provide a tactical edge. 
Mind the Weather: Weather conditions can influence the nekin'up's 
behavior. Cold, icy weather may make them more active and aggressive, 
while warmer conditions could see them more lethargic. 
Stay Mobile: Constant movement and evasion are key. The nekin'up's 
charge and powerful strikes are deadly, and staying mobile can reduce the 


chances of being hit. 


Harvestable parts o a 


Once a nekin'up is slain, valuable resources can be harvested from the monster: 


Fat: Used in creating oils and salves, particularly Hybrid Oil, which is 
effective against a wide range of creatures. The fat is also a crucial 
ingredient for various alchemical concoctions. 

Bones and Tusks: These materials are sought after for their use in weapon 
and tool making, providing exceptional durability and sharpness. Crafting 
items from nekin'up bones and tusks can result in high-quality, long-lasting 
gear. 

Meat: A nutritious source of food, highly valued in the harsh northern 
climates where other food sources can be scarce. The meat can be 
preserved and used to sustain witchers on long hunts. 

Mutagen: The mutagen extracted from a nekin'up can be used to brew the 
Nekin'up Decoction, which grants the witcher resistance to blunt force 
damage. This can be particularly useful in combat against large, physically 


powerful foes. 


Trivia o A 


« The name is an adaptation of a name given by a The Witcher Monster Name 


Generator. 

e The monster information is based on the sneak peek of the canceled 
Homebrew Bestiary for the Far North created by u/LordMarcusrax for 
subreddit of The Witcher TTRPG, with a few changes here and there. One of 


these changes is the name, as the Wikia already has its take on the Amarok. 
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